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If you haven’t yet seen the colourful mural between Well Lane and Gyllyng Street, just below Lawn
steps, it is certainly worth a visit. It was designed by artist Holly Astle, and funded by Falmouth BID.
Entitled ‘Love Falmouth’ It shows what people like most about it, and is a joyful addition to the town.

Our successful Town Trail, put together by Mike Johnson, has virtually run out of copies, and we have
been thinking about the next move. We were approached by Exeter University about a placement for
one of their first year students, offering to do some work on a revision of the town trail, and also to
initiate an electronic version to save us the cost of printing. The student was Hugo Spaxton who
organised and led the work with four other students helping with the research; Ruby Hancox, Hugo
Jose da Costa Neto, Laurie Quincey and Nils Tregenza. They did a splendid job, and produced a draft
town trail with some 20 points of interest to see. A test run was planned with a group of students who
were from the Five Islands Academy Museum Club, over on a visit from the Isles of Scilly. After doing
the trail, we had their feedback; all enjoyed it, wanted to know more about the places they had seen.
The group is pictured below. It was great to have a very enthusiastic endorsement from the young.
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Social Programme - Organiser, Jane Boriosi

Monday 12th September at 6pm - Talk on the Cornwall Wildlife Trust
Trust volunteer, Charlie David, will talk to us about the invaluable work the Trust does in Cornwall to
preserve our natural habitat and look after flora, fauna and birds.
The talk will be in the upstairs theatre at King Charles the Martyr Church Hall, in New Street, Falmouth
and there will be a glass of wine or juice included in the admission price of £4.00.

Tuesday 25th October all day - a field trip on the Lizard’s Geology
Jon Gutmanis, the geologist who gave us a very interesting talk on the Geology of the Lizard via
Zoom, is planning a day field trip to get us up close to England’s most southerly coastline.
Nearer the time we shall be given an itinerary and timetable for the day. It is suggested that we should
car share, and everyone will need to pack their own picnic and be prepared for some walking.

Thursday 10th November 2-4pm - Visit to Kresen Kernow
This is a second chance to visit the home of the world’s largest collection relating to the the history of
Cornwall.  We can ask for various archives to be laid out for us to peruse, so please let your Social
Secretary know if there is any particular subject that you are interested in. There will be a charge for
the visit - details to follow.

Monday 5th December at 12.30 for 1pm - Christmas Lunch at the Falmouth Hotel
This is our annual get together to celebrate the festive season and is always a very happy occasion.  A
three course lunch with coffee and mince pies will be provided and the cost, to include tips, will be
£25.00.  It is a pleasant opportunity to get to know some of your fellow members and talk about living
in our beautiful town.

Morrab Library - Visited in June

At the end of June, we had a very successful visit to the Morrab Library in Penzance. This was kindly
arranged by Harry Spry Leverton, Chair of the Trustees, and an FCS member. We were greeted with
tea and cakes, and given an excellent talk by the Librarian, Lisa Di Tommaso. The visit was out of
hours, so after the talk, we were free to look around, and be amazed by the huge number of books,
and the variety and richness of the subjects covered. A real treasure trove for book-lovers, and for
serious researchers as well. There is a large Cornish collection, including many rare books, and gems
to discover about Cornwall’s history.

The library is in a fine building, constructed in 1841 for the Pidwell family, which was bought when they
moved out by the Penzance Corporation in 1889, when it was leased to the Library. The picture of the
house was taken at their Spring Fair, and the other shows Lisa giving us her talk in the Reading Room.
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Gyllyngdune Manor by Andrew Rootes
Before the Victorian age, the southern seaward slope of Falmouth was mostly undeveloped agricultural
land. It was here in the 1830s that an Army man decided to make his home, creating the grand
Gyllyngdune estate in the area defined by what is now Melvill Road to the north, Cliff Road on the south,
Gyllyngvase Terrace on the west and De Pass Road to the east. It was originally called Summerlands
but soon changed its name in the 1840s to Gyllyngdune.

General William Jesser Coope (Deputy Commissary-General) was about 70 when he commissioned
Plymouth-based architect George Wightwick to design his mansion in the classical revival style. It
appears to have been completed by 1837 with foundations using stone dug from the grounds -
suggesting the quarry was always planned to be central to a garden

The Gyllyngdune Estate, 1880. Source: National Library of Scotland Maps

The General’s son, the Rev William Coope, became rector of King Charles the Martyr parish church in
Falmouth in April 1838 - thanks to his father being patron of the benefice.

However, tragedy struck just a week later. The General felt unwell during the Good Friday service at the
church and left early. But his horse bolted and the General was badly hurt in the carriage crash, dying
two days later. The estate was left to the Rev Coope, and it was the rector and his family who are
understood to have created the gardens, monolithic arch, rose beds and shell-decorated grottoes. They
also built the cliffside folly known as Parson Coope’s Chapel, believed never consecrated but used as a
summerhouse.

!830’s original elevations of Gyllyngdune Manor by architect George Wightwick. Source: RIBApix

https://maps.nls.uk/view/105996304
https://www.tripadvisor.com.my/LocationPhotoDirectLink-g186240-d7158341-i225587471-The_Morrab_Library-Penzance_Cornwall_England.html
https://www.ribapix.com/Designs-for-Summerlands-now-Gyllyngdune-Manor-Falmouth-Cornwall-for-General-William-Jessor-Coope-plans-elevation-and-section-of-stables_RIBA82292
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From the Collection of the Falmouth History Archive @ The Poly

In 1861 the rector was accused by the waywardens of obstructing a footpath along the cliffs and ordered
to widen it, although allowed to construct two bridges for access to his grounds. In April 1863 the
property was sold for £10,000 to wealthy mining expert Sampson Waters, who made his fortune in Chile.

Waters, a devoted Wesleyan, chapel benefactor and magistrate, died after a short illness at Gyllyngdune
in November 1866, aged 61, and was buried at Falmouth Cemetery in one of the largest funerals ever
then witnessed in west Cornwall. His widow continued to live there until her death in November 1895.
By January 1896 the town council wanted to buy a strip of land to build Cliff Road, but a deal could not
be reached with the estate.

Early C20 postcards of the Quarry garden, and entrance to the gardens. Source: Andrew Rootes

Early C20 postcard of the unconsecrated Parson Coope’s Chapel and the new road. Source: Andrew Rootes

Then wealthy tea trader Frederick Horniman, Liberal MP for Penryn and Falmouth, bought the estate for
£14,000 in 1900. But it never became a proper home, allegedly because his much younger wife was ill
and could not live by the sea. More likely was their troubled marriage, which ended in divorce in 1903 -
and Gyllyngdune was then back on the market.

The council succeeded in buying a strip of the estate for £1,000 that year and Cliff Road was soon built,
cutting off the chapel folly from the rest of the grounds. That same year 10 acres of the estate was
offered as building land. Gyllyngdune itself, with its two acres of land, was sold for £2,900 and became
the Gyllyngdune Hotel.
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Mr Horniman then built Emslie Road (named after his son) at his own expense and sold the rest of the
estate to the town for £4,870. He died in 1906. The council aimed to lay out part of the estate as pleasure
gardens, with surplus land sold for building. Gyllyngdune Gardens was opened by the Mayor in July
1907. Later came the Princess Pavilion, opened in April 1911 by Princess Alexander of Teck. The
Gardens, extensively restored, and the Princess Pavilion were taken over by Falmouth Town Council in
May 2021.

The other big estate development was the Bay Hotel in the south-west corner, designed by architect
Alfred Cornelius. It opened in 1909 but after a fire in 1990 was replaced with the Bay Court apartments.

But what of the old manor house itself? Over the years the original late Georgian building was altered
by Victorian and 1970s extensions (including a flat-roofed swimming pool). By May 1999 the
Gyllyngdune Manor Hotel (rated three stars by the AA and RAC, and owned by the Tarrant family since
1978) could still be found advertising its off-season breaks in the Daily Mirror, quoting its superb location,
all rooms en suite, colour televisions, indoor heated pool, sauna, solarium and gym.

However, its glory days were behind it and the Falmouth Packet could no longer boast, as it had in April
1908, that ‘our distinguished visitors’ Sir Donald Currie and Lady Currie were staying at the Gyllyngdune
Private Hotel while ‘their splendid yacht Iolaire is still anchored in the harbour’.

The much-altered 34-bedroom Gyllyngdune Hotel closed in 2002. An £8 million scheme was later
proposed to build 27 apartments on the derelict site, some in an exact replica of the original mansion.
This development was completed in 2010 - starting a new chapter for rebuilt Gyllyngdune Manor.

The Manor today. Photo: Andrew Rootes

The Gyllyngdune Hotel advertised in 1965, and a photograph some years later. Sources: Falmouth Town Council
Official Guide 1965 and Andrew Rootes
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Despite the political chaos, the government has published the Levelling Up Bill, and it contains
some planning reforms, including the bright idea of ‘Street Votes’. You may wonder what on earth
that is. There is no detail in the Bill, so what is it all about?

The only clue comes from one of the Government’s favourite right-wing think tanks, the Policy
Exchange. Their report ‘Strong Suburbs’ sets out the idea, and it seems probable that it will guide
policy. The premise is that it would be a way of intensifying development and providing more new
homes.

Imagine a residential street that you live in or know well. This is what they envisage will happen to
it. A proposal for wholesale redevelopment can be submitted to the local Authority, if 20% of
residents from at least 10 different homes want to do it. It will be considered and then put to the
street to vote. If there is a 60% ‘yes’ vote for the plan from at least half of the houses, the plan will
be adopted, and the street classified as a ‘Renewal Area’. There are some protections envisaged,
namely Listed and pre 1918 houses. Also, there must be a design code (‘a fast track to beauty’!),
and the number of floors and façade treatment specified.

Believe it or not by Mike Jenks

What actually lies behind this idea? The picture
is quite a giveaway. While the claim is to
increase the number of homes, the motivation
is money. A street of bungalows can be
transformed into rows of 5-story neo-Georgian
terraces. The graphic is designed to make the
existing street look as dismal as possible, yet
the reality might be for many that their homes
are valued and the environment where they live
treasured for the memories it holds. But if the
bare majority see their house as a way to make
money, then the pressure on neighbours to
agree the plan and sell out could be scary.
However, there is a rule for the ‘hold outs’,
which could scupper their neighbours’ money-
making plans, adding to the pressure on them.

The Policy Exchange work it all out in a single-
minded mad logic, missing the point that for
many a house is a home and not just a cash
cow. It is hard to think of a scheme that would
so clearly set neighbour against neighbour.

Above, Policy Exchange’s vision of the transformation,
albeit at the extreme end of their ‘concept’.

Left, the rule for a ‘hold out’, nothing on either side can
be built in the space created by the dotted lines - so no
5-storey terrace on either side there! For amusement
see how hold outs are treated in China - just Google ‘nail
houses’ and look at the images.
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Falmouth Central Methodist Church:
A short summary of the history of the building by Andrew Ellis

The first Wesleyan chapel on the Killigrew Street site was built in 1791, and was a plain building of its
period.  By the 1870s, the congregation was outgrowing this chapel. The minutes of a meeting of the
Trustees of the Falmouth Wesleyan Chapel on 8 Sep 1873 record that: ‘A discussion was entered into
as to the desirability of new premises, and several promises were made in the event of the work being
proceeded with’.  On 17 Nov 1873, a Building Committee was established, with £10 prize offered for
best design and £5 for second best, but no commitment to accept any design submitted.
Most of the direction of the subsequent building project was not considered at the meeting of the
Trustees, and was presumably handled by the Building Committee: however, none of this committee’s
records and minutes have been located.  James Hicks of Redruth was appointed as architect for the

On 28 Sep 1874, the Trustees resolved to ask Mr Hicks to meet the them on 12 October to discuss his
reasons for a proposed alteration to the new building.  No details are recorded, although it may be
suggested that this refers to the addition on the main façade of two further pairs of entrance doors.
The first meeting of the Trustees in the new premises took place on 18 Aug 1876, ‘an occasion of
great thanks following all the trouble and difficulties of building’.  It is not clear whether this refers to
particular difficulties or is merely a reflection of the common feelings of those who commission building
projects.  A special meeting (unminuted) of the Trustees with the architect, builder, and Clerk of Works
took place a fortnight later.
A year later, on, 20 Jul 1877, the Secretary was asked to write to Mr Hicks calling him to see that all
the work was complete, and the Trustees will pay the balance due.  The following month, on 24
August, the architect’s attention was to be called to the document presented by the builder and to see
if there was any deduction to be made on account of his not having had the Chapel ready for end
January as agreed – only by end May.
Over the following years, periodic discussions took place of issues surrounding the heating, lighting
and ventilation of the Chapel building.  James Hicks was asked in 1892 to advise on an effective
heating scheme.  A meeting took place, but money issues were clearly a significant constraint.
The Trustees resolved on 23 Feb 1894 that the need for general renovations made it time to call in a
professional architect.  The approach to James Hicks was not this time automatic, with no initial
agreement either to ask Hicks again, or to contact Mr Tresidder, the Council Surveyor.  A week later,

1874. Source: Alamy
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they did agree to commission James Hicks, whose report was considered on 14 March.  Of the 38
recommendations in his report, 29 were approved by the Trustees, 4 rejected, and 5 left open – the full
details of these being unrecorded in the minutes of the Trustees.  A further discussion then took place
with James Hicks regarding specifications for the work needed on the ceiling, citing a budget of around
£200.
James Hicks subsequently died in early 1896.

General renovations and repairs to the Chapel took place in 1928, none of apparent architectural
significance.
In 1932, the United Methodist Church, Primitive Methodists and Wesleyans merged to form the United
Conference of the Methodist Church.  There was no immediate change to the pattern of nonconformist
worship, with services and activities continuing both at the Wesleyan Chapel and at the nearby
Berkeley Vale chapel (built by the Bible Christians in 1868).
The Wesleyan Chapel was hit by bombs in the course of two air raids during the Second World War,
the first on 9 Oct 1940 and the second on 13 May 1941.  Discussions on reconstruction after the end
of the war led to agreement in August 1949 by the Ministry of Works of a licence for £5000 towards the
reinstatement of the Chapel in its previous form, with a high roofed and galleried church space with
space for a congregation of about 1300.  However, the central Chapel Department of the Methodist
Church refused its consent to this plan because it recreated the prewar status quo of the two chapels:
it neither responded to the implications of the merger nor took account of the fact that the capacity of
the church would now be substantially in excess of the maximum likely congregation.
Many of the damaged internal fittings of the Chapel, including the dismantled parts of the organ, were
kept in a storeroom within the building.  In 1950, vandals gained access and started an internal fire,
causing further significant damage to the interior and destroying the contents of this storeroom.
The decision was taken to rebuild as a Central Methodist Church, and the necessary permissions and
available grants obtained.  The architect appointed was Geoffrey Drewitt of Cowell, Drewitt and
Wheatly. The façade was remodeled, with the number of entrances reduced to one.  A completely
different arrangement of the interior was created, based on three floors: a ground floor with a foyer,
two small halls, and service rooms; a first floor with a main assembly room, the Wesley Hall.  The
church itself took up the second floor.  Complete roof renewal was necessary, as was an extra cavity
wall at the rear to combat dampness related to the cliff immediately behind.  The rebuilt Central
Methodist Church opened on 14 Mar 1956.  New stained glass was commissioned from John Hall and
Sons Ltd of Bristol and London, ‘Light of the World’ of 1956 and a war memorial window in 1958. In
2010, planning approval was given for the removal of the existing oak framed glazed entrance doors to
be replaced with toughened shop front doors.

About 1914. The original façade designed by James Hicks looked like this. Source: Falmouth History Archive, RCPS
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In June 2021, the Church Council decided that the problem of necessary repairs to the roof was
beyond the resources available and thus that the building should be vacated and sold.
Following the sale of the Church building in 2021, the new owners have announced plans to convert
the building to provide two commercial (probably hospitality) units at ground level, studio apartments at
first floor level, and an event/community space within the former church on the top floor level. The
Falmouth Packet (23 February 2022) reported the plans, and more detailed plans are awaited.
Pevsner’s Buildings of England:Cornwall, first published in 1951, did not mention the Church at all. But
the 2014 version revised by Peter Beacham did, and said ‘What matters is the street façade, one of
the grandest expressions of Methodism in Cornwall, of familiar tripartite form and Italianate style but
here on a monumental scale with imposing presence’

Left - 1950s: Falmouth History Archive, RCPS      Right - Light of the World: Steven Wild, ‘My Wesleyan Methodists’

2021. Source: Wikimedia Commons

https://www.falmouthpacket.co.uk/news/19942862.falmouth-methodist-church-cornwall-reveal-new-plans/
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The Opes Walk, part 2 by Angela Shields

A good crowd gathered at Bell’s Court for the second part of our opes walk. We were delighted that
some young geography students from Exeter University came with us.

Bell’s Court (1) is named after the Packet Agents George Bell appointed in 1764, and his son Stephen
who succeeded him as Agent in 1776. The buildings are C17, built before the Bells lived and worked
there. The path beside the Court is a right of way, and it is important to keep them in use, as can be
seen in keeping the Free Steps Ope open to the public.

The pathway comes up on to Smithick Hill and the ope ways leading down to Market Strand are well
marked. Looking down from Fountain Ope (2), the area now occupied by Smiths and Wilco can be
seen; there in the C19 was the Fountain Hotel, Allen’s Court and the Post Office Yard.

The next ope we came to was Fish Strand Hill (3) and this of course leads all the way down to Fish
Strand Quay where the news about the Battle of Trafalgar (1805) was brought in by HMS Pickle,
commanded by Lieutenant Lapenotiere. There used to be a Fish Market at the top of Fish Strand Hill.
The building which until recently was HSBC, was Pearce’s, later called the Royal Hotel and the stables
behind it.

Looking down Snow’s Passage (4) St George’s arcade can be seen, built on the site of Snow’s Court
in 1912 by Harris. Bros. Next, Well Lane (6) ran at right angles to New Street, which used to be called
Porhan Street. The photo below, taken in 1970s from Well Lane car park, shows the old Smithick
School (5) which was replaced by Beacon Primary School (and is now the Falmouth Primary).

Continuing our walk, Lawn Steps (7) were seen on the right. The story is that it is not a lawn as we
know it, but named after a person, Jackie Lawn (Lorne or Lorn). Immediately between Lawn Steps and
Barbary’s Hill was Widows Row (8). In 1810 at the joint expense of Lord Wodehouse and the late
Samuel Tregells Esq. a retreat was established for ten poor widows of unblemished character and who
had not received parochial relief. (Pigot’s Directory and Topography, 1844).

Angela Shields starting her Opes Tour at Bell’s Court. Photo: Mike Jenks
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The cemetery between Wodehouse Terrace and Gyllyng Street was built for cholera victims (9). The
grand tomb at the foot of the steps to the old church yard is to Thomas Arundel Lewis, Commander,
Royal Navy who died 23rd February 1875 (10). An article about this tomb, written by Peter Searle
appears in a previous edition of the newsletter.

Going up Pike’s Hill (11) we were shown a photo of the fine-looking Methodist Church which was built
in 1867, but demolished in the early 1980s to make way for five town houses.

Mike Jenks welcomed us at Grove Hill House (12) which was built for George Croker Fox in 1789. The
gardens at that time stretched right down to the Dell car park which was once a fishpond, retaining
something of its old character by flooding every now and again!

Walking down Swanpool Street, on the right, the newly restored pillars at the old entrance to Arwenack
Manor (home of the Killigrew family) can be seen, and the Rope Walk beyond. Next to the pillars is the
first home of the Falmouth Art School. The foundation stone was laid by Lord St Levan in 1901, and it
was opened and dedicated to Anna Maria Fox in 1902 (13).

The memorial to the Killigrews (14) was first erected in the Grove in 1738 by Martin Lister (he married
into the family). In 1836 it was moved to make way for the building of the row houses of Grove Place,
and was located near to the end of Rope Walk on the rising ground behind Bar Road.  In 1871 with the
coming of the railway, it was relocated to its present site. Local legend has it that when it was moved in
in 1836 two sealed glass bottles were found inside!

Map showing locations mentioned in the text. Source: Parish Online Above, Bells Court in Edwardian times.
Below, Smithick School 1970s

Source: Falmouth History Archive,
RCPS
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Threats to our town

The many planning applications we have viewed over the past few months have been of little interest
and of a generally poor quality. However, there are issues of concern, see below.

M & S Building Appeal
Developers Acorn Blue have gone to appeal on their proposal for 14 unaffordable homes, and to drive
a road through the facade of the building, bringing traffic in to Market Street where we want to make it
friendly for pedestrians. It breaches our Neighbourhood Plan policies TC5 and TC1.3, as well as
running counter to best urban design practice. Comments to the Inspector have to be in before the
28th July; the appeal number is APP/D0840/W/22/3292448 (Planning application PA21/04472), or
follow the link above.
Do put in an objection. The road and visibility splays proposed are marked in red on the elevation, left,
below. The picture is from the master plan showing what we would like - a place for people not cars.

Land off Swanpool Appeal

The proposal is to build two very large houses on the wooded old quarry off Swanpool. The land was
classified in the Neighbourhood Plan as having the highest protection from development, so the
proposal is in breach of Policy FOS1 as well as FOS4. These houses will intrude into one of
Falmouth’s more sensitive sites. Do comment to the Inspector, the appeal number is
APP/D0840/W/22/3292034 (Planning application PA21/06822), or follow the link above. The proposed
houses are illustrated below.

Ships and Castles

The closure without a replacement is unacceptable, and the options given by Cornwall Council are
problematic. CC could sell the land to developers, and offer the town a measly £2 million. Or it could
be devolved to the Town Council, which cannot afford it, or a community group Pendennis Leisure CIC
could take it over to help the town council out, but running S&C is likely to be unaffordable given the
steep rises in energy. Government Levelling Up? - no hope.

Falmouth Civic Society
Tel: 01326 211196   Email: falmouthcivicsociety@gmail.com

http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Falmouth-Civic-Society/573370802673192

Planning Applications
We are continuing to look at planning applications for Falmouth and where necessary comment.

For a more detailed look, please see our website.
http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/planning.html

https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?caseid=3292448
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?caseid=3292034

